
Operations with Decimals 

 

Adding Decimals 
1. To add decimals line up the numbers by place values and decimals.  

2. Add any place holders if necessary 

3. Add normally and carry if necessary 

4. Bring decimal straight down in your answer. 

*If there is no decimal in a number it is located at the end of the whole 

number 

 

Subtracting Decimals 
1. To subtract decimals line up the numbers by place values and 

decimals.  

2. Add any place holders if necessary 

3. Subtract normally and borrow if necessary 

4. Bring decimal straight down in your answer. 

*If there is no decimal in a number it is located at the end of the whole 

number 

 

Multiplying Decimals 
1. Line up the digits from right to left ignoring the decimal with the number with 

more digits on top 

2. Ignoring the decimal, multiply like normal 

3. Finally, count the total number of digits after each decimal point in each factor. 

4. Starting from the right move the decimal from the end that many places to the left 

in the product. 

 

Dividing Decimals 
 By whole numbers: 

- If the divisor is a whole number, bring the decimal in the dividend 

straight up to the quotient and divide normally 

*If the number does not divide evenly, add zeros to the end of the 

decimal until you do not have a remainder 

By decimals: 

-If the divisor has a decimal, move the decimal to a number of space until 

it is at the end, making the divisor a whole number. 

- Then move the decimal in the dividend the same amount of spaces to the 

right 

-bring the decimal straight up into the quotient and divide normally 

*If the number does not divide evenly, add zeros to the end of the 

decimal until you do not have a remainder 

 


